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,QWRGD\¶VJOREDOZRUOGJHQHUDWLQJQHZNQRZOHGJHDQGWXUQLQJLWLQWRQHZ
products and services is crucial to maintain and enhance the EU’s competi
WLYHQHVV (YHQ PRUH VR LW LV D SUHFRQGLWLRQ IRU VXVWDLQLQJ WKH ³(XURSHDQ
:D\RI/LIH´,QQRYDWLRQDQGH[FHOOHQFHZLOOSRVLWLYHO\LPSDFWRQRXUOLYHV
LQYHU\GLIIHUHQWZD\VWKURXJKLPSURYHGPHGLFLQHVPRUHHI¿FLHQWDQGVXV
WDLQDEOHHQHUJ\UHVRXUFHVDQGZLWKQHZWHFKQRORJLFDOVROXWLRQVWRSURWHFW
our environment or to guarantee the security of the citizens. Transforming
WKHUHVXOWVRIVFLHQWL¿FUHVHDUFKLQWRQHZFRPPHUFLDOSURGXFWVLVKRZHYHU
DFRPSOH[SURFHVVLQYROYLQJDEURDGUDQJHRIDFWRUV:HQHHGWRHQVXUH
that researchers and industry work closely together and maximise the social
DQGHFRQRPLFEHQH¿WVRIQHZLGHDV
-DQH]3RWRþQLN

Günter Verheugen

The European partnership for growth and jobs highlights the importance
of exploiting Europe’s research results and makes it clear that simply in
creasing public investment in research is not all it takes – we need to cre
DWHDIUDPHZRUNZKLFKIDFLOLWDWHVWKLVSURFHVV0RUHWKDQHYHUZHQHHG
to pool efforts and remove the barriers that hinder collaboration between
researchers and industry; we need to ensure that Europe operates as a
‘single market for knowledge’; and we need to develop platforms where
WKH (XURSHDQ VFLHQWL¿F FRPPXQLW\ DQG (XURSHDQ LQGXVWU\ FDQ ZRUN DQG
innovate together.
This Communication calls for our researchers to recognise the advantages
RIZRUNLQJPRUHFORVHO\ZLWKEXVLQHVVDQGYLFHYHUVDIRUUHVHDUFKDVVHVV
PHQWVWRFRQVLGHULQQRYDWLRQDVZHOODVDFDGHPLFH[FHOOHQFHIRUEXVLQHVV
WRLQFUHDVHLWVLQYHVWPHQWLQ5 'DQGIRUSXEOLFDGPLQLVWUDWLRQVWRPDNH
the mobility of researchers between these sectors easier.
The accompanying Guidelines offer operational guidance to research insti
tutions regarding the management and exploitation of the intellectual prop
HUW\WKH\JHQHUDWHHVSHFLDOO\LQWKHFRQWH[WRIFROODERUDWLRQZLWKLQGXVWU\
Making sure that research is a source of innovation and that it improves Eu
URSH¶VFRPSHWLWLYHQHVVLQJOREDOPDUNHWVLVDVKDUHGFKDOOHQJH:HDOOKDYH
WRPDNHDQHIIRUWWREULQJLWDERXWEXWZHDOOVWDQGWRJDLQLQWKHHQG



-DQH]3RWRþQLN
European Commissioner
Science and research

Günter Verheugen
European Commissioner
Enterprise and Industry
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Improving knowledge transfer between research institutions
and industry across Europe: embracing open innovation.
Implementing the Lisbon agenda
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ANNEX: Voluntary guidelines for universities and other research
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I NT ROD U CT I O N
INTRODUCTION

$VWURQJVFLHQWL¿FNQRZOHGJHEDVHLVRQHRI(XURSH¶VWUDGLWLRQDONH\DVVHWVDQGKDVDOORZHGXVWREH
FRPHZRUOGFODVVLQVHYHUDOUHVHDUFK¿HOGV,QVSLWHRIWKHVHPHULWVWKHJOREDOSRVLWLRQRI(XURSHDQ
UHVHDUFKLVFXUUHQWO\EHLQJFKDOOHQJHGE\DUDSLGO\FKDQJLQJUHVHDUFKODQGVFDSH6LPXOWDQHRXVO\(X
URSHDQUHVHDUFKLVIDFHGZLWKWKHLPSOLFDWLRQVRIJOREDOLVDWLRQRIPDUNHWVDQGLQGXVWULHVGLJLWDOLVDWLRQ
DQGQHZWHFKQRORJLHVDVZHOODVDQHHGWRDGGUHVVVRFLHWDOLVVXHVVXFKDVDQDJHLQJSRSXODWLRQRU
climate change.
,Q LWV EURDGEDVHG LQQRYDWLRQ VWUDWHJ\ IRU WKH (8 WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI LPSURYLQJ NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU3
between public research institutions4DQGWKLUGSDUWLHVLQFOXGLQJLQGXVWU\DQGFLYLOVRFLHW\RUJDQLVDWLRQV
ZDVLGHQWL¿HGE\WKH&RPPLVVLRQDVRQHRIWHQNH\DUHDVIRUDFWLRQ7KLV&RPPXQLFDWLRQUHVSRQGVWR
this need and it presents a number of orientations for Member States. It sets out ideas on how Member
6WDWHVDQGWKH&RPPXQLW\FDQDFWWRJHWKHULQDPXWXDOO\UHLQIRUFLQJZD\WRRYHUFRPHVRPHRIWKHH[
LVWLQJREVWDFOHVLQSDUWLFXODULQWHUPVRISURPRWLQJWKHWUDQVQDWLRQDOGLPHQVLRQRINQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHU
,WLVDFFRPSDQLHGE\D&RPPLVVLRQ6WDII:RUNLQJ'RFXPHQWRQ³YROXQWDU\JXLGHOLQHVIRUXQLYHUVLWLHV
DQGRWKHUUHVHDUFKLQVWLWXWLRQVWRLPSURYHWKHLUOLQNVZLWKLQGXVWU\DFURVV(XURSH´ZKLFKDUHEDVHGRQ
JRRGSUDFWLFHVLGHQWL¿HGE\DQXPEHURIQDWLRQDOSXEOLFDXWKRULWLHVDQGWKHZRUNRIYDULRXV(XURSHDQ
stakeholder associations.
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(XURSHFXUUHQWO\KDVWKHKLJKHVWSHUFDSLWDQXPEHUVRIVFLHQFHDQGHQJLQHHULQJJUDGXDWHVDQGDFDGHPLFSDSHUV .H\)LJ
XUHV±KWWSHFHXURSDHXLQYHVWLQUHVHDUFKPRQLWRULQJVWDWLVWLFDOBHQKWP
³3XWWLQJNQRZOHGJHLQWRSUDFWLFH$EURDGEDVHGLQQRYDWLRQVWUDWHJ\IRUWKH(8´±&20  
.QRZOHGJH7UDQVIHULQYROYHVWKHSURFHVVHVIRUFDSWXULQJFROOHFWLQJDQGVKDULQJH[SOLFLWDQGWDFLWNQRZOHGJHLQFOXGLQJVNLOOV
DQGFRPSHWHQFH,WLQFOXGHVERWKFRPPHUFLDODQGQRQFRPPHUFLDODFWLYLWLHVVXFKDVUHVHDUFKFROODERUDWLRQVFRQVXOWDQF\
OLFHQVLQJVSLQRIIFUHDWLRQUHVHDUFKHUPRELOLW\SXEOLFDWLRQHWF:KLOHWKHHPSKDVLVLVRQVFLHQWL¿FDQGWHFKQRORJLFDONQRZO
HGJHRWKHUIRUPVVXFKDVWHFKQRORJ\HQDEOHGEXVLQHVVSURFHVVHVDUHDOVRFRQFHUQHG
)RUWKHSXUSRVHRIWKLVGRFXPHQWWKHWHUP³5HVHDUFK,QVWLWXWLRQV´LVXVHGWRFRYHUDOOKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQLQVWLWXWLRQV LUUHVSHFWLYH
RIWKHLUQDPHDQGVWDWXVLQWKH0HPEHU6WDWHVHJXQLYHUVLWLHVFROOHJHVRUSRO\WHFKQLFV DQGSXEOLFUHVHDUFKFHQWUHVDQG
organisations.

IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER ACROSS EUROPE

1. A NEED FOR ACTION
One important problem is how to make better use
RISXEOLFO\IXQGHG5 '&RPSDUHGWR1RUWK$PHU
icaWKHDYHUDJHXQLYHUVLW\LQ(XURSHJHQHU
ates far fewer inventions and patents. This is
largely due to a less systematic and professional
management of knowledge and intellectual prop
HUW\E\(XURSHDQXQLYHUVLWLHV0RUHRYHUHI¿FLHQW
knowledge transfer in European research institu
WLRQVLVKLQGHUHGE\DUDQJHRIIDFWRUVLQFOXGLQJ
cultural differences between the business and
science communities; lack of incentives; legal
barriers; and fragmented markets for knowledge
and technology. All of these factors adversely af
fect European growth and jobs creation.
7KDWVDLGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRINQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHU
in boosting competitiveness and contributing to
the effectiveness of public research is increasing
O\UHFRJQLVHGE\0HPEHU6WDWHVDQGLVUHÀHFWHG
LQWKHLU1DWLRQDO5HIRUP3URJUDPPHVGHYHORSHG
under the Lisbon strategy. Numerous initiatives
are being taken aiming at promoting collabora
tion between research institutions and business
es. Several Member States have taken initiatives
to promote and facilitate knowledge transfer (for
LQVWDQFH QHZ ODZV ,35 UHJLPHV JXLGHOLQHV RU
model contracts) and many others are planning
WR LQWHQVLI\ WKHLU HIIRUWV LQ WKLV GLUHFWLRQ +RZ






HYHU WKHVH LQLWLDWLYHV DUH RIWHQ GHVLJQHG ZLWK D
QDWLRQDOSHUVSHFWLYHDQGIDLOWRDGGUHVVWKHWUDQ
snational dimension of knowledge transfer. There
LVWKHUHIRUHDQHHGIRUDPRUHOHYHOSOD\LQJ¿HOG
UHJDUGLQJXQLYHUVLW\LQGXVWU\5 'LQWHUDFWLRQVLQ
Europe.
European universities and other research insti
tutions are equally realising their changing role
in the globalized economy and have undertaken
interesting initiatives. They realise that they are
no longer simply providing the local area with
JUDGXDWHVEXWWKDWWKH\¿QGWKHPVHOYHVFRPSHW
LQJ RQ D JOREDO VFDOH IRU VWXGHQWV UHVHDUFKHUV
DQGLQGXVWULDOSDUWQHUV,QWXUQWKH\UHDOLVHWKDW
they will have to provide world class research to
attract said students and researchers in the fu
WXUH,QRUGHUWRUHPDLQDWWUDFWLYHWKH\ZLOOQHHG
to open up to business and international collabo
UDWLRQZKLFKPD\DOVRKHOSOHYHUDJHQHZIXQGV
6KDULQJ NQRZOHGJH LQ SDUWLFXODU WKURXJK 5 '
collaborations with business – while a potential
source of income for research institutions – may
well give an important boost to both quantity and
quality of the research undertaken.

$870VXUYH\±KWWSZZZDXWPQHWHYHQWV)LOH)</LFHQVLQJ6XUYH\$87086/LF6UY\SXEOLFSGI
3UR7RQVXUYH\±KWWSZZZSURWRQHXURSHRUJQHZVDUWDUWMDQPDUDVI\DWWDFKPHQWBGRZQORDG¿OH
$673VXUYH\±KWWSZZZPHULWXQXHGXSXEOLFDWLRQVGRFVB$673SGI
KWWSHFHXURSDHXLQYHVWLQUHVHDUFKSGIGRZQORDGBHQFRQVXOWBUHSRUWSGI
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IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER ACROSS EUROPE

2. INDUSTRY AND RESEARCH INSTITUTION - WORKING
TO G E T H E R TO WA R D S A K N O W L E D G E E C O N O M Y
The need for sharing knowledge between
research institutions and industry has become
LQFUHDVLQJO\HYLGHQWLQUHFHQW\HDUV+LVWRULFDOO\
research institutions were perceived as a source
of new ideas and industry offered a natural route
WRPD[LPLVLQJWKHXVHRIWKHVHLGHDV+RZHYHU
WKHSDVWGHFDGHKDVVHHQDVLJQL¿FDQWFKDQJHLQ
the roles of both parties.
Many companies are developing open innovation
DSSURDFKHV WR 5 ' FRPELQLQJ LQKRXVH DQG
H[WHUQDO UHVRXUFHV DQG DLPLQJ WR PD[LPL]H
HFRQRPLF YDOXH IURP WKHLU LQWHOOHFWXDO SURSHUW\
even when it is not directly linked to their core

EXVLQHVV,QSDUWLFXODUWKH\KDYHEHJXQWRWUHDW
public research as a strategic resource.
,Q SDUDOOHO LW KDV EHFRPH FOHDU WKDW UHVHDUFK
institutions need to play a more active role in their
relationship with industry in order to maximize
the use of the research results. This new role9
requires specialist staff to identify and manage
NQRZOHGJHUHVRXUFHVZLWKEXVLQHVVSRWHQWLDOLH
KRZ EHVW WR WDNH D QHZ LGHD WR PDUNHW HQVXUH
DSSURSULDWHUHVRXUFHV IXQGLQJVXSSRUWVHUYLFHV
HWF WRPDNHLWKDSSHQDQGWRREWDLQDGHTXDWH
EX\LQE\DOOVWDNHKROGHUV

&5($7,1*7+(&21',7,216)2568&&(66)8/.12:/('*(75$16)(5
It has been recognized that the involvement of
business in the governance of research institu
tions can help to orient research and education
DFWLYLWLHVWRZDUGVWKHQHHGVRIVRFLHW\EULQJH[
SHUWLVH WR VXSSRUW NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DFWLYLWLHV
DQGVLJQDOZLOOLQJQHVVWRLQWURGXFHLQQRYDWLRQRUL
ented approaches in all activities. Such interac
WLRQKDVKHOSHGWRIDFLOLWDWHLQWHUVHFWRUDOPRELOLW\
namely through temporary staff exchanges as
well as through the hiring of young graduates by
industry.
)XUWKHUPRUH PDQ\ (XURSHDQ UHVHDUFK LQVWLWX
WLRQV KDYH VHW XS NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU RI¿FHV LQ
UHFHQW\HDUVDLPLQJWRLPSURYHFROODERUDWLRQDQG
exploitation of research results and their uptake
by business. Their success is largely dependent
on the skills and competencies of their staff as well
as the strategic role assigned to them and their
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managerial autonomy. The personnel working
on knowledge transfer must possess a wide
range of skills in order to carry out their tasks
effectively. +RZHYHU UHODWLYHO\ LQH[SHULHQFHG
staff is often appointed to such positions. Contin
uous professional development exists in a limited
number of countries but it is often inadequate in
terms of cost and/or delivery. The Commission is
currently studying ways to address this problem.
Seven Member StatesZLWKWKHVXSSRUWRIWKH
Commission DUH EXLOGLQJ D IUDPHZRUN WR SUR
YLGHQHZNQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHURI¿FHUVZLWKDTXDOL
¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK LV PXWXDOO\ UHFRJQLVHG EHWZHHQ
WKHP)XUWKHUPRUH352721(XURSHEXLOGLQJ
RQWKH8.¶V,QVWLWXWHIRU.QRZOHGJHWUDQVIHULV
looking to create an accreditation scheme for ex
LVWLQJNQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHURI¿FHUVEDVHGRQWKHLU
experience and track record.

:KHQUHIHUULQJWRXQLYHUVLWLHVWKLVQHZUROHLVDOVRNQRZQDVWKH³WKLUGPLVVLRQ´
$71/)5,76(%(/7
20&1HWSURMHFW³&HUWL¿HGWUDQVQDWLRQDOWHFKQRORJ\WUDQVIHUPDQDJHU´
RQHRI(XURSH¶VOHDGLQJNQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUDVVRFLDWLRQV±KWWSZZZSURWRQHXURSHRUJ
KWWSZZZLNWRUJXN

IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER ACROSS EUROPE

To perform knowledge transfer activities effec
WLYHO\ UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQV QHHG WR KDYH VXI¿
cient autonomy to recruit experienced knowledge
transfer staff on a competitive basis. Increased
mobility between the public and private sectors
will help research institutions’ researchers and
managers identify shared needs with industry.
+RZHYHUFHUWDLQUXOHVDQGDGPLQLVWUDWLYHREVWD
FOHVFDQGLVFRXUDJHVXFKPRELOLW\)RULQVWDQFH
UXOHV UHODWLQJ WR LQWHUQVKLSV DQG ODERXUPDUNHW
UHJXODWLRQLQSDUWLFXODUWKRVHGHDOLQJZLWKVRFLDO
VHFXULW\DQGSHQVLRQDUUDQJHPHQWVFDQLPSHGH
VWDIIH[FKDQJHV)XUWKHUPRUHLQVRPHFRXQWULHV
SXEOLFVHFWRUUHVHDUFKHUVDUHQRWDOORZHGWRZRUN
IRULQGXVWU\RQDSDUWWLPHFRQVXOWDQF\RURWKHU
basis14.
There is also a need for existing resources to
be made more accessible. This can be partially
DFKLHYHG WKURXJK FRRUGLQDWLRQ$W SUHVHQW FHU
tain research institutions have staff who actively
SXUVXHOLQNVZLWKLQGXVWU\EXWZKRGRQRWLQWHUDFW
amongst themselves. By pooling their knowledge
WUDQVIHUFRPSHWHQFLHVWKH\FDQHQVXUHWKDWVXFK
skills are made more widely available throughout
WKHUHVHDUFKLQVWLWXWLRQV)XUWKHUPRUHVLJQL¿FDQW
EHQH¿WV PD\ DULVH E\ RXWVRXUFLQJ FHUWDLQ VSH
FLDOLVHGIXQFWLRQVRUE\SRROLQJUHVRXUFHVRU5 '
UHVXOWV DQG DVVRFLDWHG ,3 ULJKWV  EHWZHHQ VHY
eral research institutions15. Examples of pooling
resources between several knowledge transfer
RI¿FHV LQFOXGH WKH SDWHQW PDUNHWLQJ DQG NQRZO
HGJHWUDQVIHUDJHQFLHVHVWDEOLVKHGLQ*HUPDQ\
the North of England Science Initiative or the
Belgian 9,%16$OWHUQDWLYHO\VXFKSRROLQJFDQDG
dress a single industry sector (for example the
:KLWH5RVH&RQVRUWLXP17) or a single knowledge
transfer activity.








It is particularly interesting to note the range of
EHQH¿WV ZKLFK FDQ EH REWDLQHG E\ SRROLQJ SDW
ents between research institutions. A patent
pool can help create a critical mass of intellec
tual property which is necessary for an innova
tive idea to be attractive to the private sector. If
PDUNHWHGSURSHUO\HYHU\UHOHYDQWLQGXVWU\SOD\HU
could be made aware of the research centres that
JHQHUDWHG WKH ,3 DQG WKLV ZRXOG KHOS FDWDO\VH
OLQNVZLWKLQGXVWU\)XUWKHUPRUHEXLOGLQJDSDWHQW
pool can lead to stronger relationships between
NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU RI¿FHV DQG SURYLGH D EDVLV
IRU IXUWKHU LQWHULQVWLWXWLRQDO HQGHDYRXUV 6XFK
pooling of resources appears to be particularly
appropriate for those research institutions that
do not have the scope and volume of exploitable
research results to justify the establishment of a
NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU RI¿FH :KHUH LW LV DSSURSUL
DWH Member States should actively promote
and support the pooling of resources among
research institutions.
+RZHYHU KHOSIXO VXFK SRROLQJ RI UHVRXUFHV FDQ
EHDWDQDWLRQDORUUHJLRQDOOHYHOWKHVHLQLWLDWLYHV
rarely address the transnational dimension. To
DGGUHVV WKLV VKRUWFRPLQJ WKH &RPPLVVLRQ FUH
DWHG D WUDQV(XURSHDQ QHWZRUN DLPLQJ WR IDFLOL
WDWHWUDQVQDWLRQDOWHFKQRORJ\WUDQVIHUQDPHO\WKH
,QQRYDWLRQ 5HOD\ &HQWUHV (IRCs) network18. The
IRCs are based in 33 countries and provide per
sonalised assistance for universities and industry
(especially SMEs). By collaborating closely with a
leading European university knowledge transfer
association19 they have created a simple and ef
fective system which allows universities to share
LQIRUPDWLRQRQQHZFRPPHUFLDOO\UHOHYDQWWHFK
nologies in a structured manner with companies
across Europe.

6(&  
6HH,ULVKUHSRUWRQWHFKQRORJ\WUDQVIHU±KWWSZZZXQLYHUVLWLHVLUHODQGLHQHZVWHFKWUDQVIHUSKS
KWWSZZZYLEEH
KWWSZZZZKLWHURVHDFXN
KWWSLUFFRUGLVOX
3UR7RQ(XURSH±KWWSZZZSURWRQHXURSHRUJ

9
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352027,1*$1(175(35(1(85,$/0,1'6(7
The need to publish and make results freely
available is often viewed as being incompatible with
LQGXVWU\¶V QHHG WR NHHS LQIRUPDWLRQ FRQ¿GHQWLDO
and protected by intellectual property rights such
DV SDWHQWV +RZHYHU H[SHULHQFH VKRZV WKDW
promoting innovation and disseminating new
NQRZOHGJH FDQ EH FRPSDWLEOH SURYLGHG WKDW
intellectual property issues are understood and
managed professionally. Interaction on these
points can be facilitated by tools such as the
CREST decision tree20PRGHOFRQWUDFWVVXFKDV
WKH8.¶V/DPEHUWDJUHHPHQWV21RUJXLGDQFHVXFK
DVWKH'DQLVKGRFXPHQWRQ&RQWDFWVFRQWUDFWV
and codices22 DV ZHOO DV WKURXJK DZDUHQHVV
initiatives by the European and national patent
RI¿FHV 7KH 5HVSRQVLEOH 3DUWQHULQJ LQLWLDWLYH23
developed by 4 major European university and
LQGXVWU\ DVVRFLDWLRQV (,50$ (8$ 352721
($572 SUHVHQWVNH\LQVLJKWVLQWRKRZHIIHFWLYH
research collaboration can be created. Member
States have a role in the development and
delivery of such initiatives and should support
them actively.
9DULRXV³FUHDWLYHFRPPRQV´24 approaches (open
DFFHVV RSHQ SXEOLFDWLRQV RSHQ VRIWZDUH« 
are increasingly endorsed by many universities.
These mechanisms can ensure a more effective
dissemination of results although in certain
FDVHV IRUPDO SURWHFWLRQ HJ GHVLJQ ULJKWV
patents or material transfer agreements) may be
necessary if a product is to be brought to market
successfully. It is therefore important to ensure
WKDWUHVHDUFKHUVDUHDZDUHRIWKHEHQH¿WVRIERWK
approaches and that decisions are made on the
EDVLV RI VRFLRHFRQRPLF LPSDFW *LYHQ WKDW WKH
UXOHVJRYHUQLQJWKHRZQHUVKLSRISXEOLFO\IXQGHG
5 'UHVXOWVVWLOOYDU\DFURVV(XURSHit may be
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appropriate to revisit in the near future the
question of a single European ownership
model for publicly funded research.
)RVWHULQJDQHQWUHSUHQHXULDOPLQGVHW25 as well as
the relevant skills among researchers can greatly
contribute to the reduction of the cultural divide
which exists between research institutions and
industry. In order to foster interactions between
WKHP UHVHDUFKHUV QHHG WR EH SURYLGHG ZLWK
basic knowledge transfer and business skills.
Entrepreneurship education should be offered
to provide training on how to manage intellectual
SURSHUW\ LQWHUDFW ZLWK LQGXVWU\ VWDUW DQG UXQ D
business. Although tertiary education is normally
KLJKO\ GHFHQWUDOLVHG WKHUH DUH H[DPSOHV RI
national strategies for promoting entrepreneurship
in higher education (e.g. the Science Enterprise
ChallengeLQWKH8. 7RKHOSDGGUHVVWKHTXHVWLRQ
RIFRQWHQWRIVXFKFRXUVHVthe Commission is
currently funding a project26 to create a core
set of training materials to raise awareness
of the importance of IP management issues
amongst a variety of actors.
,QDGGLWLRQRQHRIWKHPRVWHIIHFWLYHPHWKRGVRI
developing such skills and sharing knowledge is the
movement of staff between research institutions
and industry. The Commission has been an active
SURSRQHQW RI VXFK DFWLYLWLHV WKURXJK WKH ³0DULH
&XULH ,QGXVWU\$FDGHPLD 6WUDWHJLF 3DUWQHUVKLS´
scheme which supports the development of such
ORQJODVWLQJ FROODERUDWLRQV YLD WKH H[FKDQJH RI
researchers. The new UHVHDUFK GHYHORSPHQW
and innovation State aid framework has also
introduced a measure on aid for the loan of highly
TXDOL¿HGSHUVRQQHOIURPUHVHDUFKLQVWLWXWLRQV RU
large companies) to SMEs.

&UHVWGHFLVLRQWUHH±KWWSHFHXURSDHXLQYHVWLQUHVHDUFKSROLF\FUHVWBFURVVBHQKWP
/DPEHUWDJUHHPHQWV±KWWSZZZLQQRYDWLRQJRYXNODPEHUWDJUHHPHQWV
&RQWDFWVFRQWUDFWVDQGFRGLFHV±KWWSELOOHGGLGNZLPS¿OHVORUHVLPDJHDVS"REMQR SGI
KWWSZZZUHVSRQVLEOHSDUWQHULQJRUJ
See e.g. http://creativecommons.org
&20  
,3,QQR±KWWSZZZSURLQQRHXURSHHXLSLQQRKWPO
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,Q PDQ\ FRXQWULHV UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQV KDYH
created reward systems whereby the inventor
UHFHLYHV D VKDUH RI DQ\ SUR¿WV PDGH ZKHQ
licensing or spinning off inventions. An illustrative
PRGHO LV RQH ZKHUH SUR¿WV DUH VSOLW HYHQO\
EHWZHHQ WKH UHVHDUFKHU WKH UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQ
DQG WKH EXVLQHVV SDUWQHU +RZHYHU DOWKRXJK

VRPH¿QDQFLDOLQFHQWLYHVPD\DSSO\PDQ\VWDII
UHPDLQ UHOXFWDQW WR WDNH SDUW LQ VXFK DFWLYLWLHV
especially as they are not taken into account for
career progression. It is therefore important that
the appraisal criteria also take into account
other activities such as patenting, licensing,
mobility and collaboration with industry27.

3 . M A K I N G I T H A P P E N : M E M B E R S TAT E S A N D
THE COMMUNITY WORKING TOGETHER
%RWKUHVHDUFKLQVWLWXWLRQVDQGLQGXVWU\FDQEHQH¿W
from public policy support at regional28 QDWLRQDO
and Community level. This support can take
GLIIHUHQWIRUPVIURPWKHSURPRWLRQRIH[FKDQJH
RI JRRG SROLFLHV WR GLUHFW ¿QDQFLDO VXSSRUW WR
knowledge transfer mechanisms. Member States
cooperation activities in the (XURSHDQ5HVHDUFK
Area (ERA) and through the Lisbon strategy
YLDWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKH³DFWLRQSODQ´29
continue to deliver concrete results. Member

States should make full use of the available
funding sources, and encourage research
institutions to do so. Cohesion policy funding
(the (XURSHDQ5HJLRQDO'HYHORSPHQW)XQG and
the (XURSHDQ 6RFLDO )XQG  QDWLRQDO IXQGLQJ
in line with the new Community framework for
State aid for research and development and
innovation 5', 30DQGWKH(XURSHDQ)UDPHZRUN
Programmes should all be used to leverage more
links between industry and research institutions.

7+((8523($1,167,787(2)7(&+12/2*<
The establishment of a European Institute of
7HFKQRORJ\ (EIT) is a good example of how
the EU can implement innovative governance
PRGHOV  DV VHW IRUWK LQ WKH PRGHUQLVDWLRQ
DJHQGD IRU XQLYHUVLWLHV  WR LQVSLUH FKDQJH DQG
accelerate the processes of knowledge transfer
LQ H[LVWLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQV DV ZHOO DV LQFUHDVH WKHLU
OLQNV ZLWK LQGXVWU\ DV DQ LQWHJUDO SDUW RI WKH
strategy to harness Europe’s innovation capacity.
6LQFH WKH &RPPLVVLRQ ¿UVW ODXQFKHG WKH LGHD
LQ  D ZLGH FRQVXOWDWLRQ SURFHVV DQG DQ
extensive impact assessment work have taken
place. The Commission expects that discussions






LQ WKH (XURSHDQ &RXQFLO DQG 3DUOLDPHQW ZLOO EH
FRPSOHWHGLQDQGWKDWWKH(,7ZLOOEHFRPH
RSHUDWLRQDOLQ
The EIT is a visionary and bold endeavour for
the long term. It will focus on the development
and integration of all aspects of the knowledge
WULDQJOH±LQQRYDWLRQUHVHDUFKDQGHGXFDWLRQ±LQ
areas that present challenges for Europe’s future.
In particular, the EIT will promote research
institutions - industry interactions and
knowledge transfer. It will feature a balanced
composition of both business and academic

(8$9LHQQDFRQIHUHQFHFRQFOXVLRQV±KWWSZZZHXDEH¿OHDGPLQXVHUBXSORDG¿OHV(8$BGRFXPHQWVUHSRUWBZHE
SGI
(JLQVXSSRUWRIFOXVWHUV³EXVLQHVVHFRV\VWHPV´
&20  
5',6WDWH$LG)UDPHZRUN±2-&RI
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expertise in its governing body and will provide
a reference model for experimenting with more
EXVLQHVVRULHQWHGDSSURDFKHVWRJRYHUQDQFH
7KH (,7 ZLOO EULQJ LPSRUWDQW DGGHGYDOXH WR
existing EU initiatives in the area of knowledge
transfer:
•

The business sector will play a crucial role
LQ HYHU\ (,7 DFWLYLW\ 7KH ¿QDO JRDO RI WKH
EIT is clearly innovation and translation of
the results of research and education into
innovative solutions.

•

It is intended to be Europe’s innovation
ÀDJVKLSVHQGLQJDFOHDUPHVVDJHRI(XURSH¶V
commitment to reinforce innovation and
inspire change in its research institutions.

•

,W ZLOO LQWHJUDWH IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH WKH WKUHH

components of the knowledge triangle on an
equal footing. Education especially is seen
as an essential element in the innovation
process.
The Commission has proposed the establishment
of an ‘integrated EIT’ model combining both a
bottom up and a top down approach based on
D WZRWLHU VWUXFWXUH )LUVWO\ D JRYHUQLQJ ERDUG
representing both business and academia will
SURYLGH VWUDWHJLF JXLGDQFH RQ WKH VHOHFWLRQ
evaluation and coordination of .QRZOHGJH DQG
Innovation Communities .,&V 6HFRQGO\DVHW
RIDXWRQRPRXV.,&VZLOOEHVHOHFWHGWRFDUU\RXW
the work of the EIT across Europe. They will fully
LQWHJUDWH DQG SHUIRUP LQQRYDWLRQ UHVHDUFK DQG
education activities on designated themes. They
ZLOO EH MRLQWYHQWXUHV RI SDUWQHU RUJDQLVDWLRQV
UHSUHVHQWLQJXQLYHUVLWLHVUHVHDUFKRUJDQLVDWLRQV
and business.

&223(5$7,21$&7,9,7,(6
Efforts to enable public research institutions
WR GHYHORS PRUH HIIHFWLYH OLQNV ZLWK LQGXVWU\ LQ
SDUWLFXODU60(VKDYHEHHQDWWKHFRUHRI0HPEHU
States and Community cooperation activities to
LPSOHPHQWWKH5 'WDUJHWRIWKH(8¶V*URZWK
and Jobs strategy. These activities have taken
place within the &RPPLWWHH IRU 6FLHQWL¿F DQG
7HFKQLFDO5HVHDUFK &5(67 ZKLFKDFWVDVDQ
interface to put into practice the open method
RI FRRUGLQDWLRQ D SROLF\ FRRSHUDWLRQ WRRO EDVHG
primarily on exchange of information and best
SUDFWLFH 3UHYLRXV VHFWLRQV UHIHU WR VRPH RI WKH
results of this cooperation that take the form of
H[SHUWDGYLFHSROLF\UHFRPPHQGDWLRQVJXLGDQFH
GRFXPHQWVSHHUUHYLHZRIQDWLRQDOSROLFLHVDQG
awareness raising initiatives31.
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7KHVH FRRSHUDWLRQ DFWLYLWLHV ZLOO FRQWLQXH DQG
results should feed into Member States action
to improve knowledge transfer and research
LQVWLWXWLRQV  LQGXVWU\ OLQNV 7KH PRUH UHOHYDQW
policy initiatives should be included in the next
JHQHUDWLRQ RI 1DWLRQDO 5HIRUP 3URJUDPPHV
  $V D IROORZ XS WR D VHPLQDU KHOG
in Lisbon for national Lisbon coordinators on
NQRZOHGJH SDUWQHUVKLSV 0HPEHU 6WDWHV KDYH
forwarded a range of interesting examples.
+RZHYHU WKHVH LQLWLDWLYHV DUH REYLRXVO\ RIWHQ
GHVLJQHG IURP D QDWLRQDO SHUVSHFWLYH DQG GR
QRW DGGUHVV WKH WUDQVQDWLRQDO GLPHQVLRQV RI
knowledge transfer. The elaboration of concrete
initiatives at Community level should be

5HSRUWRIWKH&5(67([SHUW*URXS³3URPRWHWKHUHIRUPRISXEOLFUHVHDUFKFHQWUHVDQGXQLYHUVLWLHVLQSDUWLFXODUWRSURPRWH
WUDQVIHU RI NQRZOHGJH WR VRFLHW\ DQG LQGXVWU\´ ± KWWSHFHXURSDHXLQYHVWLQUHVHDUFKSGIGRZQORDGBHQ¿QDOBFUHVWBUHSRUWB
PDUFKSGI
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explored to support Member State efforts and
raise the trans-national dimension of some
measures.
Two areas requiring special efforts at Member
State and Community level are the development
of tailored measures to promote research
LQVWLWXWLRQV  60( LQWHUDFWLRQ DQG RI WRROV WR
measure progress:
•

3URPRWLQJUHVHDUFKLQVWLWXWLRQV60(
interactions

Most interactions between research institutions
DQGFRPSDQLHVLQYROYHODUJH¿UPV7KLVLVGXHWR
the fact that such collaborations are considered
to be more durable and regular than with SMEs.
(YLGHQWO\ 60(V DUH D YHU\ GLYHUVH FOLHQWHOH
for knowledge transfer services. Manufacturing
60(V LQ WKH KLJKWHFK VHFWRUV W\SLFDOO\ KDYH
SURSRUWLRQDOO\KLJK5 'EXGJHWVDQGFORVHOLQNV
to academia as a results of the very short product
F\FOHV ,Q WUDGLWLRQDO VHFWRUV WKH FDSDFLW\ RI
SMEs to actively engage in knowledge transfer
activities is typically limited by constraints in
KXPDQ DQG ¿QDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV ,W LV WKHUHIRUH
important to encourage SMEs to absorb new and
external knowledge for faster innovation.
An example of existing good practice is the
Netherlands’ innovation vouchers scheme
whose main objective is to enable SMEs to





buy knowledge and strategic consultancy from
research institutions through innovation vouchers
ZRUWK ¼  DQG WKXV WR VWLPXODWH LQWHUDFWLRQ
and exchange between the knowledge suppliers
and SMEs. The knowledge supplier can then
hand in the voucher to the Innovation Agency
SenterNovem and receive payment. State aid
rules allow supporting such consultancy with
public funds32.
Member States should use the mechanisms
at their disposal to promote such knowledge
transfer activities (e.g. innovation vouchers or
5 ' WD[ FUHGLWV DOORZLQJ WKH UHLPEXUVHPHQW RI
5 'RXWVRXUFHGWRUHVHDUFKLQVWLWXWLRQV 
•

Measuring progress

Monitoring knowledge transfer activities has
several purposes including helping research
institutions promote what has been achieved
IRU WKH SXEOLF JRRG :KLOH VHYHUDO XQLYHUVLW\
UDQNLQJV H[LVW WKH\ PRVWO\ UHO\ RQ DFDGHPLF
indicators such as publications and numbers of
3K'V DQG GR QRW FRQVLGHU SHUIRUPDQFH LQ WKH
H[SORLWDWLRQ RI 5 ' UHVXOWV 7KHUH LV HYLGHQFH
that33 the benchmarking of “innovation-related
activities”, especially if conducted on the
basis of comparable metrics across the EU,
would allow research institutions to compare
their own achievements at European as well
as at national level. The Commission will set up
DQH[SHUWJURXSLQWRWDFNOHWKHVHLVVXHV

6XFKVXSSRUWFRXOGIDOOHLWKHUXQGHUWKHSURYLVLRQVRQFRQVXOWDQF\LQ&RPPLVVLRQUHJXODWLRQ (& 1RRQWKHDSSOLFD
WLRQRI$UWLFOHVDQGRIWKH(&7UHDW\WR6WDWHDLGWRVPDOODQGPHGLXPVL]HGHQWHUSULVHV2-/RIRUXQGHU
SRLQWRIWKHQHZ5',6WDWHDLGIUDPHZRUN
,77(UHSRUWRQ³,PSURYLQJLQVWLWXWLRQVIRUWKHWUDQVIHURIWHFKQRORJ\IURPVFLHQFHWRHQWHUSULVHV´±KWWSHFHXURSDHXHQWHU
SULVHHQWHUSULVHBSROLF\FRPSHWLWLYHQHVVGRFLWWHBH[SHUWJURXSUHSRUWSGI

13

IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER ACROSS EUROPE

),1$1&,$/6833257
•

State aid

The new 5', 6WDWH DLG IUDPHZRUN intends to
FODULI\ WKH 6WDWH DLG UXOHV DSSOLFDEOH WR 5 ' ,
IXQGLQJ DFWLYLWLHV LQFOXGLQJ WKH ¿QDQFLQJ RI
NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DFWLYLWLHV 7KLV FODUL¿FDWLRQ
was necessary since public research institutions
have increasingly acted as private undertakings
LQ GRPDLQV ERUGHULQJ PDUNHW DFWLYLW\ PDNLQJ
State aid issues more relevant for them.
The framework considers that the primary
DFWLYLWLHV RI SXEOLF UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQV LQ
particular the conduct of independent research
IRU PRUH NQRZOHGJH DQG EHWWHU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ
LQFOXGLQJ FROODERUDWLYH UHVHDUFK DQG WKH
dissemination of research results will normally
EH RI D QRQHFRQRPLF FKDUDFWHU LH WKHUH DUH
no goods or services provided on an existing
market)34 .QRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DFWLYLWLHV KDYH D
QRQHFRQRPLFFKDUDFWHULIWKH\DUH³LQWHUQDO´35 and
all income from these activities is reinvested in the
primary activities of the research organisations36.
(YLGHQWO\ DQ\ HFRQRPLF DFWLYLW\ SHUIRUPHG
HJ FRQVXOWDQF\ FRQWUDFW UHVHDUFK UHQWLQJ RXW
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHVHWF VKRXOGWDNHSODFHDWQRUPDO
PDUNHW FRQGLWLRQV DQG SXEOLF IXQGLQJ RI VXFK
activities will generally be considered to constitute
6WDWH DLG DQG DUH VXEMHFW WR WKH FRUUHVSRQGLQJ
regulatory provisions.
The new framework also provides that research
institutions should separately allocate costs
DQG UHYHQXHV WR HFRQRPLF DQG QRQHFRQRPLF
DFWLYLWLHV LQ RUGHU WR DYRLG SRVVLEOH FURVV
VXEVLGLVDWLRQ7RDFKLHYHWKLVLWLVVXJJHVWHGWKDW
Member States should encourage and facilitate
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the introduction of full cost accounting in
research institutions ZKLFK ZLOO DOVR KDYH
WKH DGGHG EHQH¿W RI IDFLOLWDWLQJ SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ
WKH 6HYHQWK )UDPHZRUN 3URJUDPPH ,I VXFK
PHDVXUHVDUHQRWLQWURGXFHGDQ\SXEOLFIXQGLQJ
LQ VXSSRUW QRQHFRQRPLF DFWLYLWLHV PD\ EH
deemed to constitute State aid.
•

EU cohesion policy

7KH SUR[LPLW\ RI UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG ¿UPV
RIWHQ IDFLOLWDWHV NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU ZKLFK
emphasises the crucial role which regional and
local authorities can play. Support for knowledge
transfer activities is available through EU cohesion
policy as part of the Growth and Jobs strategy.
)RUH[DPSOHFRKHVLRQSROLF\¶VPDLQLQVWUXPHQW
the (XURSHDQ 5HJLRQDO 'HYHORSPHQW )XQG
(5')  LV XVHG WR VXSSRUW LQFXEDWRUV DQG
science parks (infrastructures and accompanying
VHUYLFHV  ZKLFK DUH DQ HIIHFWLYH PHDQV WR VSLQ
out knowledge into the market place and can
KHOSFUHDWHEHWWHU60(V±XQLYHUVLW\OLQNV:HOO
UXQ LQFXEDWRUV DQG FOXVWHUV KDYH VLJQL¿FDQW
advantages which make them outstanding
LQVWUXPHQWVRINQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUPRVWQRWDEO\
for high technology. A distinctive feature is
that services are available which increase
the likelihood of knowledge transfer occurring
VXFFHVVIXOO\ +RZHYHU DV ZHOO DV VXSSRUW IRU
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH WKH (5') SURYLGHV FR¿QDQFLQJ
RI DURXQG ¼ EQ LQ WKH SHULRG  IRU
innovation and technology transfer and for
establishing networks and partnerships between
EXVLQHVV DQG UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQV 7KH (5')
WKHUHIRUH SOD\V D VLJQL¿FDQW UROH LQ IDFLOLWDWLQJ
interaction between public research organisations

3RLQWRIWKHIUDPHZRUN
%\LQWHUQDOQDWXUHWKH&RPPLVVLRQPHDQVDVLWXDWLRQZKHUHWKHPDQDJHPHQWRIWKHNQRZOHGJHRIWKHUHVHDUFKRUJDQLVDWLRQ V 
LVFRQGXFWHGHLWKHUE\DGHSDUWPHQWRUDVXEVLGLDU\RIWKHUHVHDUFKRUJDQLVDWLRQRUMRLQWO\ZLWKRWKHUUHVHDUFKRUJDQLVDWLRQV
&RQWUDFWLQJWKHSURYLVLRQRIVSHFL¿FVHUYLFHVWRWKLUGSDUWLHVE\ZD\RIRSHQWHQGHUVGRHVQRWMHRSDUGLVHWKHLQWHUQDOQDWXUHRI
such activities.
7KH&RPPLVVLRQPXVWEHQRWL¿HGRIDOOUHPDLQLQJNLQGVRIWHFKQRORJ\WUDQVIHUDFWLYLWLHVUHFHLYLQJ6WDWHIXQGLQJ
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DQGLQGXVWU\ERWKLQWHUPVRIUHJLRQDODQGWUDQV
regional interaction.
)XUWKHUPRUH WKH (XURSHDQ 6RFLDO )XQG (6) 
SURYLGHV¿QDQFLDOVXSSRUWWKURXJKWKHDVVLVWDQFH
WRSHUVRQV WUDLQLQJJXLGDQFHHWF DQGIRUWKH
development and modernisation of educational
structures and systems. In the new programming
SHULRG  WKHUHLVDQLQFUHDVHGHPSKDVLV
RQ VWUHQJWKHQLQJ UHVHDUFK DQG LQQRYDWLRQ
particularly through knowledge transfer.
The &RPPXQLW\ 6WUDWHJLF *XLGHOLQHV RQ
Cohesion37 set out an indicative framework for
Member States’ future Structural and Cohesion
)XQGVVWUDWHJLHVDQGSURJUDPPHV(QFRXUDJLQJ
LQQRYDWLRQ LV LGHQWL¿HG DV D PDMRU SULRULW\ DQG
WKH JXLGHOLQH RQ ³,PSURYLQJ .QRZOHGJH DQG
,QQRYDWLRQ IRU *URZWK´ LQGLFDWHV D UDQJH RI
knowledge and technology transfer activities
ZKLFK VKRXOG UHFHLYH DWWHQWLRQ ,Q SDUWLFXODU
Member States’ support for co-operation
between businesses and universities and
for knowledge transfer infrastructures
and services should be enhanced VR DV WR
further strengthen the regional dimension of the
knowledge economy.
•

7KH (& )UDPHZRUN 3URJUDPPHV IRU
UHVHDUFK  GHYHORSPHQW ³)3´  DQG IRU
FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV LQQRYDWLRQ ³&,3´

Transnational knowledge transfer has always
been at the heart of the 5HVHDUFK 7HFKQRORJLFDO
'HYHORSPHQW )UDPHZRUN 3URJUDPPH )3 
,QGHHG PRVW )3 SURMHFWV LQYROYH D PL[ RI
SDUWLFLSDQWV IURP WKH SXEOLF DQG SULYDWH VHFWRUV






IURP VHYHUDO FRXQWULHV &HUWDLQ WKHPDWLF DUHDV
VXFK DV WKH ,&7 VHFWRU KDYH EHHQ SDUWLFXODUO\
VXFFHVVIXO LQ WKLV UHVSHFW PRUH WKDQ 
of projects38 LQYROYH UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQV 
industry collaboration. This clearly facilitates the
development of technologies ready for commercial
H[SORLWDWLRQ$VZHOODV5 'SURMHFWVWKH)3DOVR
IXQGVWKHLQWHUVHFWRUDOPRELOLW\RIUHVHDUFKVWDII
LQFOXGLQJXQLYHUVLW\LQGXVWU\H[FKDQJHV
The new Competitiveness and Innovation
Programme ZLOO VXSSRUW DOO IRUPV RI LQQRYDWLRQ
SXEOLFSULYDWH SDUWQHUVKLSV DQG PHDVXUHV WR
LPSURYHDFFHVVWR¿QDQFHLQFOXGLQJORDQVYHQWXUH
FDSLWDODQG³EXVLQHVVDQJHO´¿QDQFH,WZLOODOVR
fund novel ways to facilitate knowledge sharing
EHWZHHQ UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG FRPSDQLHV
in particular for SMEs39 DV ZHOO DV QHZ WUDQV
QDWLRQDOFOXVWHULQJLQLWLDWLYHV,QWKHDUHDRIHFR
LQQRYDWLRQLWZLOOLQSDUWLFXODUVXSSRUWWKHPDUNHW
XSWDNHRILQQRYDWLYHWHFKQRORJLHVDQGSUDFWLFHV
through pilot and market replication projects.
In order to maximise the impact of these two
)UDPHZRUN3URJUDPPHVWKH\ZLOOZRUNWRJHWKHU
to provide a suite of complementary activities
IRU5 'SURMHFWVLQRUGHUWRSURPRWHNQRZOHGJH
WUDQVIHUDQGWKHH[SORLWDWLRQRI5 'UHVXOWV
(YLGHQWO\DVZHOODVGLUHFWO\SURPRWLQJNQRZOHGJH
WUDQVIHUDFWLYLWLHVWKH&RPPLVVLRQDOVRSURPRWHV
the exchange of good practice in support of
knowledge transfer between Governments.
,Q WKLV UHVSHFW WKH &RPPXQLW\ RIIHUV YDULRXV
opportunities for regional and transnational policy
learning40.

&20  DQG&RXQFLO'HFLVLRQ(&RI2FWREHU
8QGHU)3
KWWSZZZHXURSHLQQRYDRUJ
HJ(5$QHW352,112(XURSH(5,.DQG20&1HW
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CONCLUSION

Interactions between the public research base
and industry have been gradually increasing over
the past decade. These can vary from contractual
research to collaborative research or even to
structured partnerships Most of these interactions
involve the transfer of knowledge between the
VWDNHKROGHUVFRQFHUQHGDQGHQKDQFHWKHVRFLR
HFRQRPLF LPSDFW RI SXEOLFO\IXQGHG UHVHDUFK
HJ E\ FUHDWLQJ QHZ XVHIXO SURGXFWV QHZ MREV
and sometimes new companies.

'RFXPHQW DUH LQWHQGHG WR KHOS UHVHDUFK
institutions identify shared interests with industry
DQG IDFLOLWDWH PXWXDOO\ EHQH¿FLDO NQRZOHGJH
transfer arrangements. These guidelines will
EHFRPH D OLYLQJ GRFXPHQW FRPSOHPHQWHG E\
additional work to be undertaken by a group of
KLJKOHYHO LQGXVWU\ DQG DFDGHPLF DFWRUV 7KLV
JURXS ZLOO EH ODXQFKHG LQ  DQG ZLOO SURYLGH
advice on other actions which it could take to
promote knowledge transfer in Europe.

The analysis and policy orientations set out in
this Communication constitute a starting point for
discussions on a common European framework
for knowledge transfer in order to create a level
SOD\LQJ ¿HOG DQG D PRUH FRKHUHQW (XURSHDQ
landscape for knowledge transfer.

,QDGGLWLRQFRRSHUDWLRQEHWZHHQ0HPEHU6WDWHV
and the Community level will also continue in the
context of the Lisbon strategy for growth and
jobs. Major policy initiatives in this area taken
E\ 0HPEHU 6WDWHV VKRXOG EH UHÀHFWHG LQ WKH
1DWLRQDO5HIRUP3URJUDPPHVDQGWKHH[FKDQJH
of good practice will continue to be promoted by
the Commission.

)XUWKHUPRUHWKHYROXQWDU\JXLGHOLQHVSUHVHQWHG
LQWKHDFFRPSDQ\LQJ&RPPLVVLRQ6WDII:RUNLQJ
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